Iraq Troop Withdrawal – As Soon As Possible – But Based Upon Benchmarks of Progress, Not Arbitrary Dates
Washington, DC -
Congressman Roscoe Bartlett announced that he will vote no on the bill, H.Res. 571, which states:  "It is the sense of the House of Representatives that the deployment of United States forces in Iraq be terminated immediately."
“I want American troops to come home from Iraq as soon as possible,” said Congressman Roscoe Bartlett.  “The operational tempo for our military cannot continue at this pace-especially for members of our Guard and Reserve whose jobs and lives are on hold back in the United States.  I have enormous respect for my colleague Congressman Jack Murtha who has recommended the withdrawal of US troops from Iraq within six months.”

 

“I believe that a withdrawal plan based upon arbitrary dates will do more harm than good. This would only tell the enemy when and where our troop strengths will go down and thus where to attack.  We have an obligation to respond to the request by the sovereign Iraqi government to assist them in training and forming their military and police forces so that they can maintain security within that troubled country.”

 

“Instead, I support a conditions-based withdrawal plan determined by the Iraqi government, military and police forces achieving milestones of progress to create a stable government based upon the rule of law and provide greater security from insurgent violence for the Iraqi people.   A Constitution has been approved.  On July 28, a memo distributed by the House Armed Services Committee announced the establishment of a joint commission of Iraqi government and American military officials to develop benchmarks of progress for Iraqi security forces.”  
